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Bekas mangsa sindiket keldai dadah rayu bantuan

Kuala Lumpur: “Assalamualai-
kum Datuk nak mintak bantuan
sikit. Yusouf nak datang hospital
takde satu sen pun. Nak minta
bantuan pampers dengan duit si-
kit untuk makan dengan tam-
bang dia ke hospital... Suami tak
kerja hilang punca pendapatan.”

Ini mesej WhatsApp yang pe-
nulis terima daripada Nor Su-
zanna Azmi beberapa hari lalhu.
Dia juga mengirim rakaman sua-
ra meminta bantuan yang dira-
kam dari katil Hospital Kajang,
tempat dia dirawat sekarang.

Dia sangat bimbang dengan pe-
nularan wabak COVID-19 dan Pe-
rintah Kawalan Pergerakan
(PKP) vang kini dilanjutkan se-
hingga sebulan menjejaskan ke-
luarganya vang tinggal di Bera-
nang, Selangor tatkala dirawat di
hospital.

Suzanna, 38, ialah bekas mang-
sa sindiket keldai dadah anta-
rabangsa dan berjaya kembali ke
tanah air pada Mac 2018 selepas
12 tahun berkelana di Peru.

Ketika itudia terpedaya dengan
tawaran melancong ke luar ne-
gara, tetapi ditahan kerana mem-
bawa dadah di lapangan terbang

negara berkenaan dan mering-
kuk dalam penjara selama enam
tahun lapan bulan di Lima, Peru.

Dalam tempoh bergelandangan
di Peru, Suzanna bertemu Garlin
Lever Quispe Sanchez, 47, rakyat
Peru yvang kemudian mengguna-
kan nama Yusouf selepas mereka
berkahwin.

Pasangan itu mempunyai dua
anak lelaki, Muhammad Duler
Akasyah Salas Azmi, 10, dan Gar-
lin Junior Quispe Azmi @ Hu-
zaifah, 7 tahun.

Untuk rekod, pada 2018 penulis
dan BH berjaya membawa Su-
zanna dan keluarga serta rakan-
nya, Noor Azimah Sapie, 38, seo-
rang lagi mangsa sindiket yang
bergelandangan selama lapan ta-
hun di negara itu.

Gaml‘m fail Nor Suzanna le‘feml‘uk ibunya Nor liyana Maarof ketika tiba di

Usaha itu dilak kan de-
ngan bantuan Biro Kebajikan
UMNO (BiKUM) vang ketika itu
pengerusinya adalah Datuk Dr
Shamsul Anuar Nasarah, hasil
kerjasaima Wisma Putra serta Ke-
dutaan Malaysia di Peru. Dr
Shamsul Anuar kini adalah Men-
teri Tenaga dan Sumber Asli.

Suzanna terlantar di hospital
sejak lapan hari lalu selepas ter-

1 Terbang Ar
Pem pada 2018.

babit kemalangan jalan raya, Fe-
bruari lalu. Dia juga menghidap
kencing manis, menyebabkan ke-

Kuala Lumpur selepas dibawa pulang dari

(Foto Mohd Fadli Hamzah /BH)

mah. Suaminya Kini hilang sumber
pendapatan kerana tidak lagi be-
kerja sebagal pengendali troli di

cederaan Kaki ber parah
dan minggu lepas, dia dibedah
bagi membuang kulit mati pada
ibu jari kaki kanannya.

Dia risau dengan nasib dengan
suami dan dua anaknya di ru-

pasar rayva Kerana perlu
menjaga anak mereka,

Suzanna vang pernah melakukan
beberapa pekerjaan sejak kembali ke
Malaysia dengan vang terakhir se-
bagai pengawal keselamatan secara

sambilan di sebuah pasar raya.

Kini, ketika negara di bawah
PKP sehingga sekurang-kurang-
nya 14 April, Suzanna merayu ban-
tuan untuk dia serta suami serta
anak yang masih warga Peru dan
hanya menumpang di negara ini.

Katanya, dia menghubungi pe-
nulis kerana tenggelam punca un-
tuk meminta bantuan. Selain me-
merlukan wang untuk menyara hi-
dup seharian, dia bimbang keluar-
ga di rumah kehabisan bekalan
makanan.

Dia ada mendapat bantuan sewa
rumah daripada Jabatan Zakat Se-
langor yang dibayar terus kepada
pemilik rumah dan baki RM200
dibayar sendiri. Namun, kini telah
masuk tiga bulan Suzanna tidak
membayar baki sewa rumah Ke-
rana kesempitan hidup

Suzanna mengucapkan terima
I-:,asﬂl kepada pihak surau di taman

ya yang 1 bantu
membeka]kan makanan untuk ke-
luarga di rumah, namun berharap
ada pihak sudi membantu bagi me-
ringankan bebanan, terutama da-
lam tempoh PKP sekarang dan se-
hingga dia pulih dan boleh bekerja
semula.
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Penduduk Sungai
Lui sukar dapatkan
susu, lampin bayi

Kuala Lumpur: Penduduk di ka-
wasan terjejas di Sungai Lui, Hulu
Langat, sukar mendapatkan beka-
lan susu dan lampin bayi beriku-
tan Perintah Kawalan Pergerakan
Diperketatkan (PKPD) yvang diku-
at kuasa sejak kelmarin.

Ketua Kampung Batu 21, Mohd
Razak Jalaluddin, berkata biar-
pun keadaan masih terkawal, ada
sebilangan penduduk menyuara-
kan kesulitan dialami, terutama
selepas arahan PKPD agar semua
operasi kedai runcit dan pasar
raya, ditutup.

“Setakat ini semuanyva baik.
Penduduk akur dengan arahan
pihak berkuasa supaya duduk
di rumah dan kurangkan perge-
rakan keluar termasuk di dalam
kawasan kampung.

“Kami terima aduan ada pen-
duduk  memerlukan barangan
khusus seperti lampin dan susu
bayi. Kami akan cuba tubuhkan
satu jawatankuasa kecil pering-
kat kampung, kumpul semua adu-
an untuk dipanjangkan ke pihak
berwajib,” katanya dihubungi BH
semalam.

Belian berkata, bekalan ma-
kanan untuk keperluan dua hari
juga sudah dihantar oleh Jabatan
Kebajikan Masyarakat (JKM)
malam Kelmarin dan kapasiti
sama akan terus diagihkan un-
tuk hari berikutnya.

“Sekarang, bantuan seperti
makanan kKering dan basah di-
agihkan ke setiap rumah. Dise-
babkan penduduk dilarang ke-
luar, ada yang hadapi kesulitan
untuk dapatkan bekalan khusus

Kami terima
aduan ada
penduduk perlukan
barangan khusus
seperti lampin dan
susu bayi. Kami akan
cuba tubuhkan satu
jawatankuasa kecil
peringkat kampung.

Mohd Razak Jalaluddin,
Ketua Kampung Batu 21

untuk bayi dan kanak-kanak.

“Kami sedang perhalusi cara
untuk membantu sebab kami juga
tidak dibenarkan keluar rumah.
Kami berhubung melalui telefon
untuk terima aduan penduduk,”
katanya.

Di kawasan pentadbiran Kam-
pung Batu 21, terdapat kira-kira
500 penduduk menetap di enam
kampung iaitu Kampung Desa
Kerineci, Kampung Tengah, Kam-
pung Batu 23, Kampung Paya,
Kampung Demei dan Kampung
Orang Asli Sungai Gabai.

Kerajaan memutuskan pelak-
sanaan PKPD di kawasan Batu
21 hingga Batu 24 Sungai Lui,
Hulu Langat, Selangor, berkuat
kuasa sehingga 13 April, selepas
Kementerian Kesihatan Malay-
sia (KKM) mengesahkan ada 71
kes positif jangkitan COVID-19
daripada 274 penghuni Maahad

=,

Tahfiz AnNabawiyyah di Batu 23,
Sungai Lui.

Sementara itu, Ketua Kam-
pung Batu 20, Mohd Ramdan
Kamso yang dihubungi memak-
lumkan, biarpun kampungnya
tidak termasuk dalam zon PKPD,
ada sebilangan penduduk berada
di kawasan itu,

“Ada beberapa rumah berham-
piran Kampung Batu 21 (kawasan
PEPD) dan diletakkan dalam ka-
wasan PKPD. Setakat ini, pendu-
duk masih tenang.

“Kami juga mengambil lang-
kah berjagajaga untuk mengu-
rangkan pergerakan penduduk di
sini memandangkan kedudukan
kami bersebelahan kampung ter-
jejas,” katanya.

Beliau berkata, sedia beker-

Aﬁggom Bomba dan Penyelamat melakukan kerja semburan sanitasi di lokasi yang terletak kira-kira dua kilometer
dari kawasan dikenakan PKPD di Batu 21 Kampung Sungai Lui, semalam.

(Foto BERNAMA)
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Kerja semburan sanitasi di Masjid Ar-Rahman, S_ungm Lui. (Foto BERNAMA)
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jasama dengan pihak berkuasa
untuk membantu mengagihkan
bekalan makanan di kawasan
terjejas.

Sementara itu, beberapa ka-
wasan di Sungai Lui, menjalani
operasi nyah cemar pagi sema-
lam bagi mengurangkan impak
penularan wabak COVID-19 se-
lepas lokasi itu diletakkan di ba-
wah PEPD.

Kawasan awam seperti Mas-
jid Ar-Rahman, Sekolah Rendah
Agama Sungai Lui dan Klinik
Desa Sungai Lui disanitasi, selain
laluan utama di sepanjang jalan
memasuki beberapa perkampu-
ngan di sana.

Proses disinfeksi yang dijalan-
kan bermula jam 8.30 pagi oleh
kira-kira 60 anggota, termasuk
daripada Bomba dan Penyelamat
Malaysia, polis, petugas dari Ma-
jlis Perbandaran Kajang (MPKj)
serta Alam Flora, menggunakan
teknik semburan di permukaan
yang dikhuatiri boleh menyebab-
kan penyebaran wabak COVID-19
melalui sentuhan objek.

Nyali cemar itu dimulakan
dengan semburan di kawasan
Masjid Ar Rahman, sebelum ber-
gerak ke Sekolah Rendah Agama
Sungai Lui dan Klinik Desa Sun-
gai Lui.

Jalan sepanjang satu kilome-
ter di kawasan itu juga disanitasi
menggunakan kira-kira 3,000 li-
ter bancuhan bahan kimia.

Difahamkan, aktiviti nyah
cemar ini turut bertumpu di ka-
wasan perumahan penduduk,
namun keluasan dan penentuan
kawasan kediaman belum dikhu-
suskan.

Kerajaan sebelum ini memu-
tuskan pelaksanaan PKPD di
kawasan Batu 21 hingga Batu 24
Sungai Lui, Hulu Langat, Selan-
gor, berkuat kuasa sehingga 13

pril.

Ini adalah PEPD kedua selepas
arahan sama dikeluarkan untuk
dua kawasan di Simpang Reng-
gam, Johor, kelmarin.
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ADUN minta penduduk patuhi PKPD

HULU LANGAT - Pendu-
duk Sungai Lui yang terlibat
dengan Perintah Kawalan
Pergerakan Diperketatkan
(PKPD) diminta bertenang
dan mematuhi arahan dike-
luarkan dalam usaha mem-
bendung wabak koronavirus
(Covid-19).

Ahli Dewan Undangan
Negeri (ADUN) Dusun Tua,
Edry Faizal Eddy Yusoff
berkata, penduduk di kawasan itu keli-
hatan panik kelmarin berikutan bebe-
rapa andaian tidak tepat sehingga me-
nimbulkan kebimbangan khususnya
berhubung keperluan harian mereka.

“Semalam (kelmarin) agak panik
sedikit sebab penduduk menyangkakan
tiada bantuan, walhal bantuan sebenar-
nya sudah ada cuma belum diagihkan,
namun saya difahamkan keadaan sudah
terkawal.

“Saya minta kepada semua pendu-
duk patuhi PKPD ini. Kita mahu wabak
ini segera berakhir, jadi ia memerlukan
sokongan daripada semua pihak,” kata-
nya ketika dihubungi Sinar Harian.

EDRY FAIZAL

Jelasnya, bekalan makan-
an untuk penduduk kawasan
itu disediakan oleh Jabatan
Kebajikan Masyarakat dan
diagihkan Angkatan Perta-
hanan Awam Malaysia ber-
sama Jabatan Sukarelawan
Malaysia.

Ditanya mengenai kes
jangkitan Covid-19 di kawa-
san tersebut, beliau berkata,
setakat ini tiada makluman
rasmi berkaitan pertambahan jangkitan
tersebut.

“Saya belum terima sebarang mak-
luman. Kita kena tunggu pengumuman
rasmi daripada Kementerian Kesihat-
an,” katanya.

Terdahulu, seramai 3,918 penduduk
merangkumi 700 rumah di kawasan
Batu 21 hingga Batu 24 Sungai Lui,
Hulu Langat, Selangor diarahkan men-
jalani PKPD.

PKPD di kawasan itu turut melibat-
kan tujuh kampung iaitu dua perkam-
pungan orang asli dan lima perkampun-
gan Melayu. Ia berkuat kuasa mulai
tengah malam 30 Mac hingga 13 April.
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Operasi sanitasi awam di Sungai Lui

HULU LANGAT - Operasi sanitasi awam
dijalankan di Batu 20 Sungai Lui di sini
semalam bermula jam 9 pagi hingga 12
tengah hari.

Penolong Pengarah Operasi Jabatan
Bomba dan Penyelamat Malaysia (JBPM)
Selangor, Hafisham Mohd Noor berkata,
operasi nyahcemar berkenaan melibatkan
kawasan berhampiran Dewan Orang Ra-
mai Sungai Lui dalam lingkungan tujuh
kilometer.

“Operasi sanitasi ini meliputi Masjid

Ar-Rahman, Sekolah Rendah Agama
Sungai Lui dan Klinik Desa Sungai Lui.
Sebanyak 3,000 liter bahan semburan
digunakan,” katanya menerusi kenyataan
semalam.

Katanya, sebanyak 10 agensi terlibat
dalam operasi tersebut antaranya bomba,
polis, Pejabat Kesihatan Daerah Hulu Lang-
at, Majlis Perbandaran Kajang, Alam Flora,
SW Corp, Pejabat Penerangan Daerah Hulu
Langat dan beberapa agensi lain melibatkan
64 orang daripada pelbagai agensi.

FOTO: PUSAT MAKLUMAT RAKYAT PEJABAT PENERANGAN DAERAH HULU LANGAT

Antara
petugas
agensi yang
terlibat
dalam
operasi
sanitasi di
Hulu Langat
semalam.
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PREVENTING DISEASES

PRICE WE PAY FOR NOT
PRESERVING FORESTS

OR years, scientists have
been trying to warn us
that deforestation will
unleash infectious dis-
eases onto human populations.
International travel then helps
some of these diseases spread,
damaging human health and
economies significantly.

The act of rapid forest clearing,
even without the hunting and
poaching of wildlife that usually
accompanies encroachment into
forests, is enough to trigger
chains of events that create the
right conditions for deadly infec-
tious diseases to spread to do-
mestic animals and nearby hu-
man populations.

The Journal of Emerging Infec-
tious Diseases has documented
the steep increase in malaria
cases in areas in East Malaysia
where forested land has been
cleared for agriculture.
Mosquitoes and other pathogens
proliferate in forest edges where
the boundaries between human
habitation and forested areas be-
come blurred, and primates and
other disease carriers wander in-

to human habitation.

The Nipah virus outbreak in
1999 was caused by rampant de-
forestation in Indonesia which
resulted in fruit bats losing their
forest habitat and venturing into
farms in Malaysia, where they in-
advertently spread the virus to
pigs, which then jumped species
to humans,

HIV is believed to have arisen
from the hunting of primates in
central African forests. Ebola has
been associated with hunting in
Gabon and the Republic of Con-
2o.

This does not mean that we
need to clear forests and kill
wildlife in order to eradicate dis-
eases, Many of these viruses exist
harmlessly with their forest-
dwelling host animals because
the animals have co-evolved with
these viruses.

It is human activity that make
humans unwitting hosts for these
viruses and other pathogens. To
protect national and global biose-
curity, it is imperative that we
protect our forests and keep
forests intact. Intact forests pro-

tect watersheds and water qual-
ity, are more resistant to fire and
drought, regulate climate and
weather patterns, provide habitat
for a wide range of flora and fau-
na, and prevent wild species from
crossing into human habitation
and spreading both known and
new diseases to domestic ani-
mals and humans.

Intact forests absorb approxi-
mately 25 per cent of the world's
human-generated carbon emis-
sions and sequester far more car-
bon than logged, degraded, or
planted forests.

Can we keep on bearing the loss
of human lives and increased
healtheare costs arising from for-
est loss and declining air quality?

The testing, screening and
treating of individuals for Covid-
19 in Malaysia have not been dis-
closed yet, but we can assume it is
tremendous, not to mention eco-
nomic stimulus packages and fi-
nancial aid for vulnerable
groups.

Can Malaysia bear the health-
care and socio-economic costs of
managing and mitigating future

zoonotic outbreaks arising from
deforestation and human-
wildlife interactions? The answer
is no, vet the continued destruc-
tion of Malaysia's tropical rain-
forests and natural environment
indicates that we have not
learned our lesson.

Even as the nation is reeling
from the shock of Covid-19, the
Selangor government has decid-
ed to proceed with the degazerte-
ment of the Kuala Langat North
Forest Reserve.

As a propitiatory gesture, the
Selangor Menteri Besar has of-
fered to replace the degazetted
area with a “bigger area” in Kuala
Selangor, Sabak Bernam, and Hu-
lu Selangor as a substitute forest
reserve,

‘This is problematic, as the bio-
diversity and complexity of nat-
ural forests and the ecosystem
services they provide cannot be
replicated or replaced so easily.

Rapid forest clearing is enough to trigger chains of events for deadly
infectious diseases to spread to animals and human populations.

‘We are rapidly losing forested ar-
eas to agriculture and develop-
ment, and states will run out of
suitable sites to gazette as re-
placement forest reserves.

Science News and Global Biode-
fense have already identified
Malaysia as the next ground zero
for malaria infections. Global dis-
ease surveillance network USAID
Predict had in 2017 identified at
least 48 new viruses in Malaysian
rainforest species, and only time
will tell which of these viruses
will be the next to jump species to
humans.

If we don't halt deforestation
and protect our natural forests
fast, prepare to face the next
zoonotic outbreak, and the ones
after, that will arise from our cal-
lous disregard for the environ-
ment.

WONG EE LYNN
Petaling Jaya, Selangor
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( : It’s just over three weeks before the holy
once r ned month of Ramadan starts and the Sultan of
Selangor is concerned about the safety and
health of his subjects. Any decision on

proceeding with activities including Ramadan
bazaars in the state will be made on the

advice of the Health Ministry.

TheStar Exclusive > See page 4 for story by WONG CHUN WA
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Sultan: Our safety comes first

Selangor Ruler calls on rakyat to help govt curb spread of Covid-19

By WONG CHUN WAI
newsdesk@thestar.com.my

TheStar Exclusive

SHAH ALAM: Selangor Ruler
Sultan Sharafuddin Idris Shah
wants the people of the state, which
has the highest number of con-
firmed Covid-19 cases, to prepare
themselves to fight the virus ahead
of the Ramadan period.

The Ruler said the state religious
authorities had already began
meetings on the status of mosque
prayers and the distribution of
zakat (tithes) to the underprivi-
leged.

The holy month for Muslims,
which is a period of fasting, prayers
and reflection, will begin in about
three weeks' time.

“During the fasting month, there
will be prayers, breaking of fast
gatherings and the food bazaars,
which will see a huge number of
people gathering.

“It will be impossible to have
social distancing, and close body
contact in enclosed areas, whether
in mosques or narrow streets at
these markets, will expose our-
selves to the virus. Our safety comes
first,” he said in an interview.

He said any conclusive decision
that would be made at an appropri-
ate time would be based on the
advice of the Health Ministry and
its director-general Datuk Dr Noor
Hisham Abdullah.

L

His Royal Highness said an offi-
cial announcement on zakat distri-
bution to asnaf (eligible zakat recip-
ients) would be made soon.

He said for now, until the fight
against the virus is over, Muslims
could no longer carry out these
practices like previously.

People’s
welfare first:
Sultan
Sharafuddin
says an official
announcement
on zakat
distribution to
asnaf (eligible
zakat recipients)
will be made
soon.

— Bernama

“We have to think hard but cor-
rectly over how these practices
should be carried out in the interest
of the people, especially the
Muslims,” he added.

Sultan Sharafuddin said as head
of Islam in the state, he had
already began discussions with

the relevant agencies such as the
Selangor Islamic  Religious
Department (Jais) and Mufti
Department over these matters.

“I believe the Mentri Besar and
the respective municipal and city
councils will decide on the status of
the Ramadan bazaars eventually.

“We seek divine help to fight the
virus and for the well-being of the
people,” he said.

Sultan Sharafuddin said he
believed the followers of other
faiths had similar prayers and
urged them to continue with such
prayers.

Two weeks ago, Sultan
Sharafuddin decreed that Friday
prayers in Selangor be suspended
until April 17 to contain the spread
of Covid-19.

The Sultan’s private secretary,
Datuk Mohamad Munir Bani, had
said congregational prayers and
religious lectures in all mosques,
surau and prayer premises in
Selangor were also ordered to be
postponed to the same date.

He said Sultan Sharafuddin
ordered that the postponed Friday
prayers be replaced with zohor
prayers at home (or other locations)

while the call of azan was
still carried out as usual at every
prayer.

However, he said, if the Covid-19
outbreak could be resolved earlier
than that date, a new directive
would be issued.

The Sultan said he would also
closely follow the decisions made
by the National Security Council on
the movement order control (MCO)

and the Health Ministry.

“We will see what will be the gov-
ernment’s decision on the MCO
which is supposed to end on April
14,” he added.

He said he had checked with the
authorities and no mosques in
Selangor had flouted the ban, add-
ing that the five mosques men-
tioned by Defence Minister Datuk
Seri Ismail Sabri Yaakob were not
from the state.

“I also urged immigrant workers
not to carry out group prayers at
construction sites. That is my advice
to them,” he said.

His Royal Highness said he had
been getting daily updates on the
situation in Selangor, which he
said “has given me sleepless
nights” as the state was the most
populous with over 6.5 million
people.

The hardest hit areas in Selangor
were Petaling Jaya, Hulu Langat
and Gombak.

Seven villages in Sungai Lui
in Hulu Langat district have been
placed under the enhanced MCO
after over 70 cases of Covid-19
infections were reported at a
tahfiz.

The enhanced MCO affects the
area from Batu 21 to Batu 24 Sungai
Lui, involving 4,000 people living in
two Orang Asli settlements and five
villages.

“I appeal to the rakyat to help
fight the virus and to stay at home.
All the people in Selangor, regard-
less of their religion, must pray
for all these to be over soon,” he
said.
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MPAJ HOTLINE

Ampang Jaya ratepayers, who want
to lodge complaints during the
movement control order, can call
1800-22-8100.
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NO METER READING

Air Selangor will cease meter reading
routine and water supply application
for new developers temporarily.
Customers can access Air Selangor
services online. Bill payments can be
done at crisportal.airselangor.com or
via JomPay and Air Selangor apps. For
details, visit www.airselangor.com
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Save our forests and protect ourselves

SCIENTISTS from all over the world,
including disease ecologists at
Ecohealth Alliance who are studying
malaria in East Malaysia, warn that
human activities in forested areas,
such as forest-clearing, road-
building, mining, hunting, and
logging, cause major disruptions to
ecosystems, which then causes
diseases to spread from their natural
wild hosts to new hosts, including
humans. International travel then
helps some of these diseases spread
to other countries and continents,
causing significant damage to human
health and economies.

It is not merely the act of killing
and consuming wildlife that
contributes to the rise of zoonoses,
namely, diseases that jump species
from animals to humans. The mere
act of rapid forest clearing, even
without the hunting and poaching of
wildlife that usually accompanies
encroachment into forests, is enough
to trigger chains of events that create
the right conditions for deadly
infectious diseases to spread to
domestic animals and nearby human
populations.

Even as far back as the 1990s,
epidemiologists at the University of
Florida’s Emerging Pathogens
Institute found a link between forest
clearing in the Peruvian Amazon and
the rise in malaria cases. The Journal
of Emerging Infectious Diseases has
documented the steep increase in
malaria cases in areas in East
Malaysia where forested land has
been cleared for agriculture.
Mosquitoes and other pathogens
proliferate in forest edges where the
boundaries between human
habitation and forested areas
become blurred, and primates and
other disease carriers wander into
human habitation.

The Nipah Virus outbreak in 1999
was caused by rampant deforestation
in Indonesia which resulted in fruit
bats losing their forest habitat and
venturing into farms in Malaysia,
where they inadvertently spread the
virus to pigs, which then jumped
species to humans. HIV is believed to
have arisen from the hunting of
primates in central African forests.
Ebola has been associated with

Malaria cured by one-dose treatment

U.S. regulators have approved a simple, one-dose treatment to prevent
relapses of Plasmodium vivax malaria. One dose of GIaxoSmlthKIlne s
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Congo.

This does not mean that we need
to clear forests and kill wildlife to
eradicate disease. Many of these
viruses exist harmlessly with their
forest-dwelling host animals,
because the animals have co-evolved
with these viruses. It is human
activity that make humans unwitting
hosts for these viruses and other
pathogens.

To protect national and global
biosecurity, it is imperative that we
protect our forests and keep forests

watersheds and water quality, are
more resistant to fire and drought,
regulate climate and weather
patterns, provide habitat for a wide
range of plants and animals, and
prevent wild species from crossing
into human habitation and spreading
both known and new diseases to
domestic animals and humans.
Keeping forests intact provides more
economic benefits over the long term
than clearing forests for agriculture
and timber extraction.

The economic benefits of logging

are short-lived and can sustain only
one to two generations at most.

Intact forests absorb about 25% of
the world’s human-generated carbon
emissions and sequester far more
carbon than logged, degraded, or
planted forests. For generations,
forested ecosystems have provided
society with medicinal plants and
compounds, and these medically-
relevant species are often lost when
forests are cleared, fragmented, or
replaced  with  farms  and
monoculture plantations. Cleared
and fragmented forests are less
resilient to fire and drought, and the
haze caused by forest and peat fires
cause governments grave economic
loss and increase healthcare costs.

A 2016 Harvard University study
published in Environmental Research
Letters reported that the 2015
human-caused forest fires in
Indonesia caused more than 100,000
premature deaths across Indonesia,
Malaysia, and Singapore. Can
Malaysia keep on bearing the loss of
human lives and increased
healthcare costs arising from forest
loss and declining air quality?

Ecohealth Alliance calculated that
the Malaysian government spends
around US$5,000 to treat each new
malaria patient in East Malaysia. The
healthcare costs of testing and
screening individuals for Covid-19
and of hospitalising and treating
Covid-19 patients in Malaysia have
not been disclosed yet, but we can
assume it is tremendous, even before
taking into account economic
stimulus packages and financial aid
for vulnerable groups. Can Malaysia
bear the healthcare and socio-
economic costs of managing and
mitigating future zoonotic outbreaks
arising from deforestation and
human-wildlife interactions?

We know the answer is no, yet the
continued destruction of rainforests
and natural environment indicates
that our leaders have not learned
their lesson. State governments
continue to degazette forest reserves
and issue logging permits with
impunity. There is no thought for the
environment, wildlife, or rural and
indigenous communities.

Even as the nation is still reeling

Page 1 of 1

from the economic shock of the
MCO, and Covid-19 infection rates
and deaths continue to increase
daily, the Selangor government has
decided to proceed with the
degazettement of the Kuala Langat
North Forest Reserve without giving
environmental organisations and the
affected local and orang asli
communities the opportunity to
consult, discuss, provide feedback,
and prepare for a public inquiry on
the degazettement proposal.

Such  disregard for  the
environment and for the voices of
concerned citizens shows how little
politicians care about biodiversity
and safeguarding biosecurity.

This will return to haunt us in the
form of droughts, floods, water and
food insecurity, increased carbon
emissions, poorer air quality, more
human-wildlife conflicts, and the rise
in tropical diseases.

As a propitiatory gesture, the
Selangor mentri besar has offered to
replace the degazetted area with a
“bigger area” in Kuala Selangor,
Sabak Bernam, and Hulu Selangor as
a substitute forest reserve. This
mindset is problematic, as the
biodiversity and complexity of
natural forests and the ecosystem
services they provide cannot be
replicated or replaced so easily. We
are rapidly losing forested areas to
agriculture and development, and
states will soon run out of suitable
sites to gazette as replacement forest
reserves. Tree-planting activities and
the gazettement of secondary forests
and degraded land cannot be a
substitute for the protection of
natural and intact forests for all the
reasons listed above.

Science News and Global
Biodefence have identified Malaysia
as the next ground zero for malaria
infections.

If we don’t move fast to halt
deforestation and protect our natural
forests, we must then prepare to face
the next zoonotic outbreak, and the
ones after, that will arise from our

callous disregard for the
environment.

Wong Ee Lynn

Petaling Jaya
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